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Lisa J. Gilden, JD, is vice president and general counsel of the Catholic Health Association of 

the United States (CHA). She is based at the association's Washington, DC, office. 

 

Ms. Gilden interfaces with all CHA departments to oversee compliance with local, state, and 

federal laws. As the association's legal advisor, she provides support for selected initiatives 

entailing legal issues, including serving as CHA's liaison to the web-based compliance 

education project with numerous Catholic health systems. In addition, she contributes to the 

advocacy efforts concerning public policy and to those regulatory issues that require legal 

expertise. 

 

Prior to joining CHA in September 2000, Ms. Gilden was a partner in the law firm of 

Sonnenschein, Nath & Rosenthal. As a member of the firm's Health Care Practice Group, she 

specialized in the structuring and negotiation of complex health care transactions, including 

mergers, acquisitions, affiliations, and joint ventures. Also, she provided legal advice to health 

industry clients on a variety of operational and regulatory compliance matters, such as Section 

501 (c)(3) and other tax-exemption issues and matters related to federal and state anti-self 

referral laws. 

 

Over the past several years, Ms. Gilden has contributed significantly to a variety of association 

projects. She co-authored the CHA publication Linking Hospitals and Physicians: A Values- 

Based Guide to Legal Structures. She worked closely with CHA's board of trustees and the 

association staff on a range of issues, including changes in CHA’s bylaws and administration 

regulations, contract reviews, and several public policy initiatives. During portions of 1999-2000, 

she served as the association's interim general counsel. 

 

Ms. Gilden received her juris doctor from the University of Oregon School of Law, Eugene OR, 

where she was elected to the Order of The Coif, and a bachelor's degree (with distinction) in 

international affairs and Asian studies from the University of Colorado, Boulder, Colo., where 

she was elected to Phi Beta Kappa. She is a member of the District of Columbia Bar, the 

Washington State Bar, and the American Health Lawyers Association. 
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