
“Saint Mother Teresa helps us understand that our only 
criterion of action must be selfless love for every human being, 
without distinction of language, culture, ethnicity or religion. 
Her example continues to guide us by opening up horizons  
of joy and hope for all those in need of understanding and 

tender love, and especially for those who suffer.”

POPE  FRAN C IS

Message for World Day of the Sick 2019

Generous Lord, with love beyond all telling, Jesus sends us to shower  
your love on those most in need, particularly in our ministry to the sick.  
In the spirit of Saint Mother Teresa of Calcutta,  inspire us to serve  
with courage, love and generosity.

Give us courage to guard the dignity of those who are abandoned and  
discarded, especially the dying, unborn, migrant and refugee. Let those  
among us whose voices are strong raise them in defense of the weak.

Give us love that unveils the face of Christ in the face of every individual  
we meet, particularly in those we find most difficult to care for.

Give us generosity born from the knowledge that all good things are  
gifts of your love and, through us, are to be shared with the world.

Amen.
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