ADVENT WEEK 3

Be Grateful for John

What did you go out to the desert to see—a reed swaying in the wind? ...
Someone dressed in fine garments? ... Then what did you go out to see? A prophet?
Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet.
LUK E 7:24-26
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Was there still reason to hope, even though
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more than that, he praises John as a true

The mission of Catholic health care in today’s
world is vast and complex. It’s sometimes hard
to know what is the best way to move forward
in fulfilling that mission. We work on teams
filled with lots of different personalities. We

prophet. Indeed, more than a prophet. He
goes on to say there is no one greater than
John. One senses Jesus’ heart overflowing
with gratitude for this man, so unlike himself
yet fully his partner in mission.

have different opinions about how to respond

This week, call to mind one of your co-workers

to the challenges before us. But it helps now

who perhaps sees things very differently than

and then to step back and remember, we are

you do. See if you can begin to think of this

meant to work together as “cousins” who share

person less as a competitor and more as a

a common love for the Kingdom of God in

“cousin,” who perhaps wants many of the same

the midst of our diversity.

things that you do, even if this person has a

In the readings of this week, we remember
that John faced a lot of disillusionment
toward the end of his life. He’d been arrested
by the local ruler and was being held in
prison. He was wondering whether all the
work he’d done in his life had value. He

different notion of how to go about getting
those things. Consider this person’s strengths
and what you admire about her or him. Look
for an opportunity to publicly praise this
person if possible. And pray that God might
show you how best to work together for the
good of the common mission.
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