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Dianna Kielian has been named senior vice president of mission, theology and ethics for 

PeaceHealth, a not-for-profit health system with 16,000 caregivers and more than 900 employed 

physicians serving communities in Washington, Oregon and Alaska. She begins her new role 

Monday, Aug. 21.  

 

Kielian comes to PeaceHealth from CHI Franciscan Health, where she served as the mission 

services and ethics executive for nearly two decades. In her role at PeaceHealth, Kielian will 

help lead systemwide ministry efforts to attain strategic initiatives while helping to safeguard the 

important and unique PeaceHealth culture, as well as the deeply held commitment to the 

organization's mission and values.  

 

Kielian has more than 35 years of experience building and strengthening the mission and core 

values at various not-for-profit healthcare systems. She has spent years establishing mission 

services departments and implementing values integration programs. In addition to her wealth of 

experience, Kielian brings a proven track record during an accomplished career providing 

theological reflection, organizational development, executive coaching, governance and 

facilitation. In her new role, Kielian will report directly to Liz Dunne, President and CEO of 

PeaceHealth.  

 

"Dianna is an innovative partner who has a deep understanding of the important intersection 

between healthcare and spiritual values," said Dunne. "I am thrilled to have such a strong servant 

leader with a proven track record joining the PeaceHealth senior executive team, and I look 

forward to the inspiration her spiritual guidance will provide for everyone in the PeaceHealth 

community."  

 

"I felt a higher calling to join PeaceHealth and I am excited to answer that call and become a 

member of the PeaceHealth community," said Kielian. "The caregivers and leadership teams 

throughout the organization have a deeply held commitment to fulfilling their healing mission. I 

look forward to building upon the good work that has already been done and helping them to 

continue to carry on our healthcare ministry in our communities in new and innovative ways."  

 

Kielian's tenure at CHI Franciscan Health began in 1998. She held a variety of increasingly 

senior positions related to mission services, culminating in her position as senior vice president 

of mission. She also served as the interim president of the Franciscan Foundation from 2011 to 

2012, achieving more than $4.5 million in revenue for the organization. Before her time at CHI 

Franciscan, she spent 17 years working in mission services roles at Mercy Medical Centers in 

Iowa, first in Clinton from 1980 to 1987 and then in Sioux Falls from 1987 to 1997.  
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In addition to her work within Catholic healthcare, Kielian is an avid community volunteer. She 

is currently the president of the board of the Tacoma Community College Foundation and a 

board member for the Pierce County United Way, where she recently finished a two-year stint as 

their campaign manager. Kielian is also a board member and volunteer at the Emergency Food 

Network and Pierce County Project Access. Kielian, who still has family in Michigan, currently 

lives in Tacoma with her partner of 20 years, Lynn, and their two dogs.  

 

About PeaceHealth: PeaceHealth, based in Vancouver, Wash., is a not-for-profit Catholic health 

system offering care to communities in Washington, Oregon and Alaska. PeaceHealth has 

approximately 16,000 caregivers, a group practice with more than 900 providers and 10 medical 

centers serving both urban and rural communities throughout the Northwest. In 1890, the Sisters 

of St. Joseph of Peace founded what has become PeaceHealth. The Sisters shared expertise and 

transferred wisdom from one medical center to another, always finding the best way to serve the 

unmet need for healthcare in their communities. Today, PeaceHealth is the legacy of the 

founding Sisters and continues with a spirit of respect, stewardship, collaboration and social 

justice in fulfilling its Mission. Visit us online at peacehealth.org. 
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