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CHRISTUS Health Finalizes Expansion into Colombia 

 

(Dallas – July 13, 2016) – Today, CHRISTUS Health announced that it has 

signed definitive agreements with Coomeva Cooperativa Medica (Coomeva) in 

Colombia.  This follows initial agreements signed in December of 2015 and 

more than two years of discussions with the well-respected 50-year-old 

company with assets of approximately $2.6 billion.  

 

The strategic partnership and the agreements which support it were signed at 

the national headquarters of Coomeva Group in the city of Cali, by the president 

and CEO of CHRISTUS Health, Ernie Sadau and the president of Coomeva 

Group, Alfredo Arana Velasco.  

 

“At this moment in the history of the country it is very significant that an 

international organization of the stature of CHRISTUS Health decides to be 

present in Colombia in an area as predominant as the health sector,” said Arana 

Velasco. He added that this is a particularly relevant alliance in view of its 

purpose, which is improving health care and preserving the lives of Colombians.  

 

“We are proud to be working with a strong health care partner who truly provides 

high quality health care and services to its members,” said Sadau.  “We are 

looking forward to learning from the Coomeva Group and bringing our 

experience from the provider side of health care to Colombia.”     
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With the execution of the agreement, CHRISTUS Health assumes partial 

ownership of various companies within the Coomeva organization, including: 

 

1. An equal ownership stake in Sinergia, a health care provider network that 

serves members from Coomeva’s own health insurance plans, as well as many 

other plans.  Also included are two wholly-owned hospitals, two partially-owned 

hospitals, the largest home care company in the country and 88 ambulatory 

facilities in nearly every community in Colombia.  

 

2. A minority ownership stake in Coomeva EPS, a health insurance company 

that contracts with the Colombian government.  Colombia has universal 

coverage for its 47 million residents. Although this program has expanded its 

offering to all Colombians, today 24 million of are covered under the EPS 

program.  Of these 24 million, Coomeva serves 3.7 million Colombians, almost 

15 percent. 

 

3. A minority ownership stake in Coomeva Medicina Prepagada, a private 

health insurance company that contracts with individuals and employers to 

provide private health insurance nationwide. Today, Coomeva has 265,000 lives 

out of a total market of approximately 1.0 million lives.  

 

4. The health care-related operations of Coomeva Servicios Administrativos 
(CSA) a centralized services and administration company within Coomeva. CSA 

includes services like human resources, group purchasing, payroll, tax services, 

and a large contact center that receives an average of 7 million phone calls a 

month and has one of the lowest employee turnover rates in the industry.  

 

CSA also includes an Information Management Company called Unidad 

Tecnologia Informatica (UTI), which provides sophisticated proprietary software 

used by all of Coomeva, including the Health Division.  

 

“We are excited to add new insurance products and technologies to our system,” 

Sadau said.  “But we are most enthusiastic about the way Coomeva builds 

systems to help its members and communities improve their health.  We are 



 

 

excited about this opportunity to partner with Coomeva to extend the healing 

ministry of Jesus Christ into Colombia.” 

 

### 

 
 
About CHRISTUS Health 
CHRISTUS Health, an international Catholic, faith-based, not-for-profit health 
system, is headquartered in Dallas and is comprised of almost 350 services and 
facilities, including more than 60 hospitals and long-term care facilities, 175 
clinics and outpatient centers and dozens of other health ministries and 
ventures. CHRISTUS services can be found in more than 60 cities in the U.S.,   
Mexico, Chile and Colombia.  The system employs more than 40,000 
Associates and more than 13,500 physicians on facility medical staffs who 
provide care and support for patients.  CHRISTUS Health is listed among the 10 
largest Catholic health systems in the U.S. 
 
About Coomeva Cooperativa Medica (Coomeva) 
Coomeva is a conglomerate of 16 companies divided into four divisions, the 
Financial Division includes one of Colombia’s largest Banks (Bancoomeva), the 
Non-Health Insurance Division includes property insurance, the 
Wellness/Leisure Division includes wellness centers and Country Clubs and the 
Health Division includes private health insurance, governmental health 
insurance, hospitals, a national network of ambulatory centers and other 
healthcare provider companies. 
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