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CHA Strongly Urges Upholding the ACA in Texas v. United States 
Statement by Sr. Mary Haddad, RSM, President and Chief Executive Officer, 

Catholic Health Association of the United States 
 
As the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit considers the constitutionality of the Affordable Care 
Act (ACA), the Catholic Health Association of the United States (CHA) stands firmly with those 
defending the law. CHA joined with four hospital organizations earlier this year in filing a brief as amici 
curiae in support of the Intervenor-Defendants-Appellants in Texas v. United States.  
 
“We believe health care is a basic human right and the effort to eliminate access to affordable health care 
coverage for millions of Americans is unconscionable,” stated Sr. Mary Haddad. The consequences of 
being uninsured are significant. Since uninsured patients are often forced to delay receiving necessary 
care, they are up to four times more likely than insured patients to require avoidable hospitalizations and 
emergency care. In addition to being harmful to patients’ health, the lack of coverage adds unnecessary 
expense to our nation’s health care system and deprives patients with an equitable opportunity for a 
healthy, productive life. 
 
Under the ACA, we as a nation have taken significant steps toward expanding health care access and 
coverage, as well as improving our nation’s health care delivery system. Nearly 20 million Americans 
have gained access to affordable insurance coverage, including 12 million low-income individuals who 
have gained coverage through state Medicaid program expansions under the ACA. The law also provides 
protections for 130 million people with pre-existing health conditions—including 17 million children—
all of whom no longer need to worry that they will be denied insurance coverage.    
 
CHA believes that a decision by the Fifth Circuit to strike down the ACA as unconstitutional, if upheld, 
would reverse the progress we have made, adversely impacting the health of millions of Americans. We 
believe, as a matter of human dignity, everyone is entitled to health care. Like any basic element of life, 
health care sustains us and should always be accessible and affordable for everyone — where they need 
it, when they need it, no exceptions and no interruptions. CHA will continue to work with policy makers 
to advance the goal of ensuring everyone has access to affordable health coverage and high-quality health 
care.  
 
 A copy of the brief can be found on the CHA website. 
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https://www.chausa.org/docs/default-source/media-resources/texas-v-united-states---hospitals-coalition-amicus-brief---with-ecf-stamp.pdf

