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HSHS Announces New President and Chief Executive Officer  
of HSHS Good Shepherd Hospital in Shelbyville 

 
SPRINGFIELD – Hospital Sisters Health System (HSHS) announced today that Aaron 
Puchbauer (pronounced pooh-bow-er), MBA, MHA, FACHE, has accepted an invitation to serve 
as president and CEO of HSHS Good Shepherd Hospital in Shelbyville (GSS). He will begin at 
GSS on May 15, 2017. Puchbauer has been serving as the interim president and CEO for HSHS 
St. Francis Hospital in Litchfield (SFL). He started with HSHS as an administrative fellow in 
2009 and has been director of operations at SFL since 2011. 
 
“As both director of operations and interim president and CEO for St. Francis, Puchbauer helped 
facilitate the completion of a new $11.4 million surgery department addition and renovation of 
the emergency and maternity departments,” said E.J. Kuiper, HSHS Central Illinois Division 
president and CEO. “During his tenure, SFL increased colleague engagement, exceeded 
budgeted annual operating margins for five fiscal years, and increased patient satisfaction in 
several areas.  We know that he will bring that same leadership to Good Shepherd.” 
 
Puchbauer received his masters of health administration, masters of business administration, 
(2009) and bachelor’s degree (2006) from the University of Missouri.  He is a fellow of the 
American College of Healthcare Executives.   
 
Puchbauer and his wife, Brittany, have three sons, and they plan to relocate to Shelbyville. 
 
“It has long been a goal of mine to serve in a rural hospital,” Puchbauer said. “I loved growing 
up in a small town and knew I wanted to live in a community which would appreciate my 
family’s faith and ideals. My wife and I were looking for a community in which our young 
family could build our dreams, and I think we will find that in Shelbyville. I deeply believe in the 
faith-based mission of HSHS and look forward to the opportunity of serving at Good Shepherd 
Hospital.” 
 
HSHS Central Illinois Division President and CEO E.J. Kuiper will serve as interim President 
and CEO for SFL while a nationwide search is being conducted to permanently fill that position.   
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About HSHS St. Francis Hospital  
HSHS St. Francis Hospital in Litchfield, Illinois offers a full range of health care services including an advanced 
surgery center; cancer care center; imaging for diagnostic purposes; and physical, cardiac, and pulmonary 
rehabilitation. In addition, St. Francis is the only hospital in the two county area providing maternity services. The 
hospital is a member of Hospital Sisters Health System and is located halfway between St. Louis, Missouri and 
Springfield, Illinois. For more information, visit www.stfrancis-litchfield.org.  
 
About Hospital Sisters Health System  
Hospital Sisters Health System’s (HSHS) mission is to reveal and embody Christ’s healing love for all people 
through our high quality, Franciscan health care ministry. HSHS provides state-of-the-art health care to our patients 
and is dedicated to serving all people, especially the most vulnerable, at each of our 15 local systems and physician 
practices in Illinois (Belleville, Breese, Decatur, Effingham, Greenville, Highland, Litchfield, Shelbyville and 
Springfield) and Wisconsin (Chippewa Falls, Eau Claire, Oconto Falls, Sheboygan and two in Green Bay).  HSHS is 
sponsored by Hospital Sisters Ministries, and Hospital Sisters of St. Francis is the founding institute. For more 
information about HSHS, visit www.hshs.org. For more information about Hospital Sisters of St. Francis, 
visit www.hospitalsisters.org.  
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