In “The Ethics
of Loving Care,”
Dr. Ira Byock
discusses the
importance of

palliative care.

A “Good Death”

ealth Progress is especially proud of this issue’s special section on palliative care.

H Our guest editor is Laurence J. O’Connell, PhD, STD, president and CEO of

the Park Ridge Foundation for the Study of Health, Faith and Ethics, and chief

ethics officer, Advocate Health Care, both of which are based in Chicago. A longtime CHA
friend, Dr. O’Connell is a past member of this journal’s Editorial Advisory Committee.

In putting our special section together, Dr. O’Connell has had help from Ira Byock, MD,
a distinguished figure in the development of end-of-life care in the United States. A
cofounder of the Life’s End Institute: Missoula Demonstration Project, Missoula, MT, Dr.
Byock is currently director of palliative medicine, Dartmouth Hirchcock Medical Center,
Lebanon, NH. He is also program director of Promoting Excellence in End-of-Life Care, a
national program sponsored by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. In *“The Ethics of
Loving Care™ (p. 12), he discusses the importance of palliative care.

Readers will find Promoting Excellence described in “Aligning Values with Practice” (p. 26)
by Dr. Byock and Jeanne S. Twohig, the program’s deputy director. Dr. Byock is also a coau-
thor, with Kaye Norris, PhD; Gretchen Strohmaier, MDiv; and Charles Asp, PhD,
of “Spiritual Care at the End of Life” (p. 33).

Christina Puchalski, MD, another leader in palliative care, is the author of “Listening to
Stories of Joy and Pain® (p. 19). In “Giving Patients a ‘Good Death™ (p. 22), Nancy
Mulvihill, vice president, corporate communications, Covenant Health Systems, Lexington,

MA, describes end-of-life care at St. Joseph’s Hospital, Nashua, NH.

CORRECTION

Sr. Veronica Cahill, SHSP, of San Antonio, TX, has written to say that we misattributed
some lines in our November-December 2003 Prayer Service. The prayer’s responsorial was in
fact written by James Weldon Johnson, an African-American poet. The lines are from his
book God’s Trombones: Seven Negro Sevmons in Verse (Viking, New York City, 1927). We

thank Sr. Veronica for the information.
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