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CHA Jubilee Prayer – Pilgrims of Hope

God who walks with us:

As we lean into the work to which we’ve been called,

keep our eyes on the horizon,

that we might see beyond

to the enduring hope,

to the "and yet" that you promise us.

We make our way together:

steady our steps,

awaken our awareness,

give us the vision to see your goodness in the signs of 

hope around us.

Transform our hurts, O Tender One,

that we might offer the light of hope to those in our care.

AMEN



✦ Pilgrimage Overview – Who, Why, When, What, How

✦ Ministry Planning 
• Ascension
• CommonSpirit Health
• Providence

✦ Brainstorming Pilgrimage Ideas

✦ Next Steps

Today’s Agenda



✦ Association of Catholic Colleges and 
Universities (ACCU) 

✦ Catholic Charities USA (CCUSA)

✦ Catholic Climate Covenant 

✦ Catholic Health Association (CHA)

✦ Catholic Impact Investing Collaborative

✦ CRS 

✦ Congregation of St. Joseph

✦ Francesco Collaborative

✦ Franciscan Action Network

✦ Franciscan Friars Province of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe

✦ Intercommunity Peace & Justice Center

Who – Collaborating Organizations

✦ Ignatian Solidarity Network

✦ Jesuit Conference of Canada and the United States

✦ Laudato Si Movement 

✦ LCWR 

✦ Maryknoll Office for Global Concerns

✦ Modern Catholic Pilgrim

✦ National Association of Catholic Action and Mission

✦ Network – Network Advocates for Catholic Social 
Justice

✦ Saint Kateri Conservation Center

✦ Sisters of Mercy 

✦ Stuart Center for Mission



Why – We Face an Ecological 
Crisis

✦ Need to connect Catholics and 
Catholic institutions that care for 
creation to respond to the signs of the 
time

✦ Need to renew relationships with God, 
the Earth, and one another

✦ Need to foster ecological conversion



“I used to think that top environmental 

problems were biodiversity loss, ecosystem 

collapse and climate change. I thought that 

thirty years of good science could address 

these problems. I was wrong. The top 

environmental problems are selfishness, 

greed and apathy, and to deal with these we 

need a cultural and spiritual transformation. 

And we scientists don’t know how to do that.”

James Gustave Speth- Founder and former president of the 
World Resources Institute and a co-founder of the Natural 

Resources Defense Council



✦ Season of Creation – September 1 – October 4

✦ Priority dates – Oct. 3 – 4, but anytime in October works

When – Season of Creation 



“Simply put, a pilgrimage is a spiritual journey. It can be 
made anywhere, by anyone, for just about any spiritual 
purpose…The goal is always transformation. Anyone can 
travel to a location, but the pilgrim seeks to encounter 
something deeper. In that way, a pilgrimage is never truly 
finished, because hopefully you will come back changed, 
unable to return to old ways of living or thinking.” 

– Verso Ministries

What – Pilgrimage



✦ Unifying elements – Hold 
outdoors (if possible) 
and use Pilgrimage 
prayer

✦ Encounter, Connection,   
and Action

What - Pilgrimage



How – Resources, Approaches

Visit https://catholicpilgrimsofhope.org/



✦ Pilgrimages can be with the community or within the 
organization, at any level

✦ Leverage existing events – connect to Jubilee Year or Feast of 
St. Francis celebrations

✦ Put in context of your organization/community
• Emphasize the mission/spiritual aspects of this initiative to connect with those who 

might have different viewpoints on this issue
• Consider sensitivities if your organization is in an area that has experienced 

environmental harm/natural disasters 

✦ Offer follow up actions for participants – personal and 
professional

How – Resources, Approaches



Ministry Planning

Lois Sechrist, Manager Sustainability, Medxcel/Ascension 

Sr. Mary Ellen Leciejewski, OP, System Vice President, 
Environmental Sustainability, CommonSpirit Health

Beth Schenk, PhD, RN, FAAN, Executive Director, 
Environmental Stewardship, Providence



Lois Sechrist
Manager of Sustainability
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Ascension Overview
Sites of care in 16 states and Washington DC

▸ 94 wholly owned hospitals

▸ 30 senior living facilities
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Ascension’s Sustainability Goals

2030 2040
Reduce carbon 
emissions by 50%. 
Divert 50% of 
nonhazardous 
waste from all 
Ascension-owned 
facilities.

Achieve net zero 
carbon emissions 
and zero waste 
across all sites of 
care.
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Ascension Associate Engagement - Feast of St. Francis
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Ascension Associate Engagement - 2024 Feast of St. Francis

700 #petblessing posts to the Ascension Kudoboard
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Ascension Associate Engagement - 2024 Feast of St. Francis

Laudato Sí Action Platform goals

Response to the Cry of the Earth 

Response to the Cry of the Poor 

Ecological Economics 

Adoption of Sustainable Lifestyles 

Ecological Education 

Ecological Spirituality 

Community Resilience and Empowerment 

How are you including sustainability in your daily work?
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Ascension Associate Engagement - 5K Run/ Walk



Pilgrimages of  Hope 
for Creation

  Sr. Mary Ellen Leciejewski, OP
  System VP Environmental Sustainability
  CommonSpirit Health 

  August 13, 2025
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Pilgrimages of Hope for Creation

● Highlight Laudato Si and Year of Jubilee 2025
● Inspire health and well-being
● Connect with co-workers about caring for creation
● Keep the legacy of our founding Sisters alive
● Inspire green teams



VENUES
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5LABYRINTH
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ROOFTOP
GARDEN
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GRASSY AREAS
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COURTYARD
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COURTYARD 
         &  
COY POND
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HOSPITAL 
PATH
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GARDEN 
&

STRAWBERRY 
BEDS
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CHAPEL

CONFERENCE ROOM 



LOGISTICS
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14CANTICLE OF THE SUN

WE ARE ONE BY EARTH MAMA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GL8Nrp
0haq4 



15

MEANINGFUL GIVEAWAYS
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TAKE PICTURES!



PARTICIPANTS
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● Co-workers

● Community Groups

● Business Partners

● Others?
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SAMPLE AGENDA

● Invite co-workers to a meaningful and significant space
● Facilitator reflects:  

○ Why we’re here
○ Make connections between human and planetary health
○ Slow down and pay attention to creation; 

■ how are we nurturing it
■ how are we destroying it

○ Integral ecology - Laudato Si
● Invite participants to silently reflect while walking in the space:

○  “What does care for creation mean to you?”
● Invite sharing with a partner and then with the whole group - same question
● Invite a speaker to share the impact on the community of a hospital initiative (i.e. 

labyrinth, food redistribution, excess medical supply donation)
● Thank all for coming
● Conclusion:  Song (i.e. We Are One by Earth Mama; Canticle of Creation; others)

Total time:   30 min - 45 min
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Webinar:  A founding congregation 
cares for creation

Dominican Motherhouse
Adrian, MI
SOLAR ARRAYS



SEASON OF CREATION

21



22

SEASON OF CREATION STORY 

The environment is my spiritual sanctuary, connecting me to something greater than 
myself. Whether I'm strolling through the woods or getting my hands dirty in the yard, I 
feel a deep bond with nature.   This connection inspired me from a young age, so now I 
plog daily (picking up trash while walking my dog), research political candidates’ 
stances on climate change, buy sustainable alternatives to products, and compost at 
home. I also lead hands-on sustainability workshops, teaching people how to shop 
sustainably and repurpose materials.
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SEASON OF CREATION STORY

“I've been working to prepare our hospital and to mitigate the urban heat 
island that we sit in. I'm concerned about how extreme heat brought on by 
climate change affects the health and wellbeing of our staff, patients and 
community. In 2018, I conceived, helped create and conduct the first extreme 
heat drill on the West Coast, the second in the entire U.S. The goal: to make 
sure our doors stay open in an extreme heat emergency. I've also been working 
with a group of government, business and health care professionals to create a 
weekly poster campaign to raise awareness with an eye to keeping our 
community safe.  To help mitigate heat here, I've organized an herb garden on 
our hospital grounds and secured a grant from our ministry to plant trees. I'm 
happy to say that we've added a lot of green space this year and we hope to do 
more!”

Kim Ray, pictured on Earth Day, is planting trees for a cooler Earth.
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REFLECTION 

Throughout the months and years, the
hopes and actions that lie ahead,

May the Renewing Spirit of God bring
to fulfillment the integral ecological
conversion beginning around the planet.

May God’s Spirit of Wisdom provide us all
the hope, wisdom, and courage we need
to restore the household of God on Earth,
making it once again a true Home for All.

May the prophetic Spirit of God bring
about just and loving global solidarity in
the human community so that together in
that Spirit…

….we may give birth to a life-giving and
profound Peace for all in the New Creation.

Amen



Thank you

maryellen.leciejewski@commonspirit.org



Pilgrimages of  Hope 
for Creation

Environmental Stewardship



PROVIDENCE MISSION

As expressions of God's healing love, 
witnessed through the ministry of Jesus, we 
are steadfast in serving all, especially those 
who are poor and vulnerable.

Core Value of Justice

Act with justice, love with kindness and walk humbly with your 
God. –Micah 6:8

We foster a culture that promotes unity and reconciliation.

We strive to care wisely for our people, our resources 
and our earth.

We stand in solidarity with the most vulnerable, working to 
remove the causes of oppression and promoting justice for all.





Environmental Stewardship & Mission Leadership

September 1 – October 4

• At each ministry, we are inviting mission leaders 
and green team leaders to offer a local “Pilgrimage” 

• We ask them to prepare to tell the story about their 
pilgrimage, with photos or videos

• The first week of October – system wide call for all 
interested to share Pilgrimage experiences across 
the system

Pilgrimages of  Hope for Creation
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Ideas for Pilgrimages

Reflection in the Garden

• Guided reflection in a healing 
garden or outdoor space 
(Consider Laudato Si’ and 
the Canticle of the Creatures).

Community Cleanup with 
Historical Reflection

• Organize a community cleanup 
and add a reflection on the 
area’s ecological and cultural 
history.

Blessing of the Animals

• Celebrate the Feast of St. 
Francis with a pet/animal 
blessing ceremony.

Community Garden 
Pilgrimage

• Walk through a local garden, 
reflect on food justice, and share 
plant-based meals.

DIY Pilgrimage

• Consider prayer cards, reflection 
questions, and nature journaling.

Campus Chapel Walk

• Contemplative walk between 
chapels or sacred spaces on 
campus, with stops for prayer 
and reflection.

Environmental 
Stewardship Storytelling 
Circle

• Caregivers share personal 
stories of caring for creation, 
inspired by Providence’s mission 
and the legacy.

Heartwiring Reflection 
Workshop

• Use the Heartwiring Workbook
by Sr. Sara Tarango to guide 
spiritual reflection on creation 
and justice.
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Heartwiring with Sister Sara Tarango



Health for a Better World



✦ Start planning your pilgrimages – see 
https://catholicpilgrimsofhope.org/ and CHA website at 
www.chausa.org/environment for more information and 
resources

✦ Register your pilgrimage to the Pilgrims of Hope for Creation 
map to show solidarity with this national, Catholic movement

✦ Contact Indu Spugnardi at ispugnardi@chausa.org with 
questions or help planning your organization’s pilgrimage.

Next Steps
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