
This campaign, endorsed by CHA’s Board of Trustees, represents the 

Catholic health ministry’s commitment to concerted and coordinated 

efforts to achieve equity in our own health systems, facilities and 

communities and to advocate systemic change in the wider health 

care sector and our society. The Catholic health ministry is uniquely 

positioned to be a leader in this effort based on our ministry’s long 

history of caring for everyone regardless of race or socioeconomic 

status and our deep commitment to the social teachings and moral 

principles of the Catholic faith. 

Health inequity is a persistent and lingering legacy of the systemic 
racism and social prejudices that have far too often been prevailing 
characteristics in our nation’s history. By pledging our commitment 
to achieve health equity, we can defeat that harmful legacy.

What Is Confronting Racism By  
Achieving Health Equity?



Why Now?

The coronavirus pandemic has highlighted and exacerbated the existing disparities in 
our health care system. Communities of color including African Americans, Latinos, 
Native Americans, Asian Americans, Pacific Islanders and others have suffered and died 
disproportionately from COVID-19, only hastening the urgency of this cause and our 
commitment to addressing health inequities. As the nation continues to battle the pandemic 
and looks forward to an eventual vaccine, we must do everything we can to ensure that those 
who have been marginalized by our health system receive the equal care and treatment they 
deserve. We can no longer allow race, ethnicity, economic status, geographic distribution or 
other social factors to determine anyone’s access to quality care. We need your involvement  
and wholeheartedly welcome you to join us in this journey. 

How Do I Get Started?

We are uniquely called to this campaign as the Catholic health ministry. Many Catholic 
health systems and facilities are already doing work in this area and others are ready to step 
up their efforts. As individuals in the Catholic health ministry, you too can make a difference 
by deepening your understanding of the imperative for change and the commitment to 
concerted and coordinated efforts to achieve equity in our own health systems, facilities and 
communities, and to advocate systemic change in the wider health care sector and our society. 
You can start by:

v  SIGNING UP TO STAY INFORMED ABOUT OUR CAMPAIGN AND COMMITMENT 

v WATCHING THIS MESSAGE FROM SR. MARY HADDAD, RSM AND THIS INTRODUCTION 
VIDEO ABOUT THE INITIATIVE

v READING MORE ABOUT WHAT ORGANIZATIONS ACROSS THE MINISTRY ARE 
ALREADY WORKING ON

v SHARING YOUR ORGANIZATION’S PROGRAMS, ACTIVITIES OR ADVOCACY EFFORTS 
SO THAT WE MAY ALL LEARN FROM EACH OTHER. INFORMATION CAN BE SENT TO 
WEARECALLED@CHAUSA.ORG

v VISIT WEARECALLED.ORG FOR A REFLECTION ON EQUITY PRAYER CARD 

FOR MORE RESOURCES VISIT WEARECALLED.ORG
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https://www.chausa.org/we-are-called-to-get-involved
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R2aOMNVwURk&ab_channel=catholichealthassoc
https://youtu.be/5ilGPeelPy8
https://youtu.be/5ilGPeelPy8
https://www.chausa.org/login?ReturnUrl=https%3a%2f%2fwww.chausa.org%2fwe-are-called%2fmember-spotlights
mailto:wearecalled@chausa.org
http://www.wearecalled.org/
http://www.wearecalled.org/

