
 
 

May 17, 2012 
 
Re:  Support EPA Mercury and Air Toxics Standards 

Dear Senators: 

As communities of faith, we are called to protect the most vulnerable among us and to serve as 
stewards of God’s Creation.  In keeping with these teachings, we urge you to oppose any attempt to 
overturn or delay the Environmental Protection Agency’s final Mercury and Air Toxics Standards (MATS).  
Such a national standard would reduce harmful exposure to mercury pollution and other air toxics, 
including arsenic, chromium, nickel, and acid gases, from power plants in the United States.  This 
hazardous air pollution has harmful impacts on the health and welfare of all people, particularly on 
children, poor and vulnerable communities, and on all Creation. 
 
For more than twenty years, communities of faith around the country have sought stronger standards to 
reduce harmful air pollution that threatens both the youngest and poorest members of our society.  One 
in six babies born in the U.S. now contains harmful levels of mercury in their blood.  These precious 
children will face potential brain damage, lower intelligence, or other severe neurological disorders.1  As 
the National Institutes of Health stated in a recent medical paper:  
 

Mercury is a highly toxic element; there is no known safe level of exposure.  
Ideally, neither children nor adults should have any mercury in their bodies  
because it provides no physiological benefit.
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Even slight increases in environmental exposure to mercury may lead to adverse effects on nervous 
system development.3  In addition, the American Academy of Pediatrics stated: 
 

We agree with the strong evidence the EPA provides to support their decision that  

the proposed rule is both appropriate and necessary to protect public health …4 
 
Coal-fired power plants produce the largest domestic amounts of mercury.  Once emitted, mercury falls 
from the air into our water sources, becomes part of the food chain, and is consumed by pregnant 
mothers when they eat contaminated fish.  The dangers from mercury and heavy metals emissions have 
long been known, particularly in children before and after birth.  Every state has issued fish advisories 
for pregnant women.   
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The EPA reported that Mercury and Air Toxics Standards will result in significant health co-benefits, 
including preventing premature deaths, heart attacks, and asthma attacks every year and saving 
individuals a minimum of $37 billion each year in health care costs.5  
 
President George H.W. Bush signed the 1990 Clean Air Act (CAA) demonstrating that protecting human 
life from pollution was not a partisan issue.  The CAA mandated and empowered the removal of air 
toxins to protect public health.  We have been waiting for over twenty years for necessary standards to 
reduce hazardous air pollution and protect children’s health.  We ask the Senate to act in a bipartisan 
fashion to protect the most vulnerable in our society, and to uphold the Mercury and Air Toxics 
Standards as finalized by the EPA. Our children and Creation cannot wait any longer.   
 
As one signatory to this letter, Catholic Bishop Stephen Blaire stated, “In the end it just makes good 
sense to want to have clean air for our children and families to breathe and for future generations.” 
 
We urge you to protect America’s children and most vulnerable people by supporting the MATS rule and 
opposing any legislative attempt to weaken this rule. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Leith Anderson 
President, National Association of Evangelicals 
Eden Prairie, MN 
 
Most Reverend Stephen E. Blaire 
Bishop of Stockton 
Chairman, Committee on Domestic Justice and Human Development 
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 
 
Dan Boone 
President, Trevecca Nazarene University 
Nashville, TN 
 
Patrick Carolan 
Executive Director, Franciscan Action Network 
Stratford, CT 
 
Luis Cortes 
President, Esperanza  
Philadelphia, PA 
 
Rabbi Steven A. Fox 
Chief Executive, Central Conference of American Rabbis 
New York, NY 
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Rabbi Steve Gutow 
President and CEO, Jewish Council for Public Affairs 
New York, NY 
 
Mitch Hescox 
President, Evangelical Environmental Network 
New Freedom, PA 
 
The Rt. Rev. Don E. Johnson 
Episcopal Bishop of West Tennessee 
 
Sr. Carol Keehan, DC 
President and Chief Executive Officer, Catholic Health Association of the United States 
Washington, DC 
 
The Rt. Rev. Stephen T. Lane 
Episcopal Bishop of Maine  
 
Kathryn Lohre 
President 
National Council of Churches USA 
 
Suzii Paynter 
Director, Christian Life Commission 
General Baptist Convention of Texas 
Austin, TX 
 
Judy Powers 
President, National Council of Catholic Women 
Arlington, VA 
 
Sybil Sanchez 
Director, Coalition on the Environment and Jewish Life 
New York, NY 
 
Rabbi David Saperstein 
Director, Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism 
Washington, DC 
 
Ron Sider 
President, Evangelicals For Social Action 
Philadelphia, PA 
 
 
 


