THE SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUBAN SERVICES
WASHMGTON, D.C. 2028

SEP 23 2005

The Honorable Christopher H. Smith
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Thank you for your letter regarding the weamment of juverile victims of human tre
mcbupmofﬁeahhmdﬂummwvices (HHS). Iahareyourconmmthm h

HES has been mindfal of fhis twin purposes of this legislation: *...to ensure just and effective
pmnshmentofnﬁicm.andwpmmthﬂrm Iamcumnnuodmhelpmg

con:ﬁdmtlha:URMprwidm amhlghthtynfmmmapprupnmm

credible source with sufficient information for evaluation, emroliment can occur the §3
regardless of the child’s willragness to cooperate with law enforcement.

adult and minor victims of severe forms of trafficking.

This MOU provides that HES will issue a [etter of eligibility in the case of juvenjles afier 2
recommendation of DOJ or DHS. 'I'lnsMOUpmw.smnmmﬂmﬂm TOpTiA!

required to cooperate with Jaw enforcement to receive letters of eligibility. DOJ a DHSnsmst
in the evaluation of facts presented w us, in determining whether the individual is unjder the age
of 18 and the likelihood the individual is a victim of trafficking. We appreciate the gssistance of
DOJandDHSinmmgpotmualcamofhnmmuafﬁchng To assist in bringing forward
more victims of trafficking, our Trafficking Information and Referral Hotline has fofwarded over



thar the juvenile must speak with a law enforcement officer.

-
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120 leads to DOJ regarding potential cases Dfuaﬁicﬁnguevenﬂloughﬂ:epﬁncipa]meIimOf
the hotline is to facilitate the provision of care for victims.

It may very well be that some in the trafficking victim advocate community have
misapprehension about our procedures, and HHS will endeavor to correct those
misvnderstendings. I want to assure you that we are keenly aware that TVPA pot

juveniles prior to any immigration relief which they may obtain.

Thank you for sharing your perspectives. I also will provide a copy of this
other cosigners of your letrer who expressed concern. Please call me if you have any finther
thoughts or questions.

Simeercly,

D7yt k0. LA

Michae] O. Leavitt




