“True statecraft is manifest when, in difficult times, we uphold high principles and think of the
long-term common good.” (Pope Francis, Laudato Si’, #178)

Dear Member of Congress:

We are Catholic religious orders and organizations from around the United States who write to
you grounded in our faith’s call to preserve the dignity of each person, prioritize the needs of
people who are poor and vulnerable, and care for God’s creation.

While the coronavirus has made all of us vulnerable to illness and financial setbacks, we know
that low-income communities and communities of color face greater risks due to already existing
health and economic disparities. We therefore thank you for passing legislation during the
upward curve of the pandemic that not only protects our heroic healthcare workers but also
provides crucial relief for millions of us and our neighbors who have lost jobs and income.

We see, however, that some communities are still bearing a larger burden from the pandemic and
the economic fallout, and we urge you to ease these impacts in future relief packages.
Specifically we call for:

. Healthcare resources to be directed to African-American and Latino communities and
tribal nations historically and currently harmed by air and water pollution that puts residents at
higher risk for respiratory illnesses

. A nationwide moratorium on shut-offs of water, electricity and heat to ensure that low-
income households aren’t left more susceptible to the coronavirus due to lack of access to such
basic necessities

. Increased funding for energy efficiency programs such as the Low Income Home Energy
Assistance Program (LIHEAP) and the Weatherization Assistance Program (WAP) that benefit
low-income households.

While these immediate needs are uppermost in our minds, we also are looking ahead toward
getting people back to work and building a more resilient and healthy society once the worst of
the health crisis has passed. We are compelled to seek a sustainable recovery that reduces risks to
communities disproportionately vulnerable to health crises and economic disruption and that
addresses the looming global climate crisis that similarly threatens lives and livelihoods.

As we look ahead, our priorities include:

. Investments in clean energy industries such as solar and wind through mechanisms like
clean energy tax credits. Studies have shown that these industries are more labor-intensive and
create more jobs than do the fossil fuel industries.

. Job training for the clean energy economy of the future, especially creating such
opportunities for workers transitioning out of fossil fuel industries and for low-income
communities

. Investments in public transportation to ensure workers access to new job opportunities
while reducing pollution and helping to mitigate climate change



. Investments in infrastructure to ensure that everyone living in the United States has
access to clean water. During the COVID-19 pandemic we see how many vulnerable
communities are put at greater risk of infection because they can not engage in recommended
hygiene practices.

. Increasing air pollution standards and oversight, especially for mercury and other toxic
metals, and upholding environmental impact studies as required by the National Environmental
Policy Act. This is necessary to reduce pollution that puts residents of many communities, too
often low-income communities of color, at greater risk for viruses like COVID-19.

. Redirecting some of the excessive US military budget to foreign assistance supporting
public health, humanitarian programs, disaster preparedness and response, and sustainable
infrastructure in developing countries. Boosting security at home now clearly means reducing as
much as possible the threats of future global pandemics and the global climate crisis.

The coronavirus has exposed both the weaknesses and strengths of our infrastructure and support
systems. Far too many people and communities, left behind in the best of times, are becoming
disproportionately vulnerable to COVID-19 and the economic fall-out. Yet we also see a
willingness to make individual and collective sacrifices for the common good, and the capacity
for governments at all levels to allocate in a short period of time the resources needed to address
a global crisis.

In upcoming legislation we urge you to protect those most harmed during the current pandemic
while also ensuring that persons who have been shown to be most vulnerable to illness and job
losses benefit during the recovery. This also is an important moment to prepare for the next crisis
and increase resilience for everyone, regardless of race, class, income and zip code.
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