Health Reform Op-Ed from Catholic Health Care Provider Organization / Official
Fixing health care, responsibly and reasonably

When it comes to health care, our nation has already reached consensus on many aspects of what constitutes a reliable system.  Knowing we must manage our resources responsibly, we agree that solutions should enable everyone to participate in the system, and that high-quality health care be more available and affordable for us all. 

We agree on the value of prevention, promotion of healthy lifestyles and the need to reduce costs. We agree that the insurance market needs to be reformed so that no one is denied the coverage or care they need.

We fundamentally agree that the strength of our nation and our economy depends in large part on getting health care reform right. Few people quarrel with the notion that a society in which everyone can see a doctor is a healthier, more productive and morally stronger place to live. Most people recognize that we need a true health care infrastructure that provides for us in the same way that other large systems support our quality of life in America.

Americans want a simple thing: health security. We want health insurance to be available and affordable if we change jobs, and insurance that covers us no matter how complex or expensive our care might become. We want to obtain health care in an effective, timely way. 

With all this agreement, we still find a national conversation infused with—and in many ways shaped by—misunderstanding about the policies under consideration. To help clarify what is being proposed, here are a few core elements of the reform plans under consideration, and what they mean for our families, communities and nation.

1. Coverage expansion – By building on our existing system, we can cover everyone, creating a larger beneficiary pool across which risk can be more evenly spread. This leads to lower costs, broader access and healthier people.

2. Cost control – By reducing waste, fraud and abuse, and expanding the effective use of information technology, we can make health care more effective and efficient, and bend the cost curve that contributes to skyrocketing premiums and an unsustainable market.

3. Insurance market reform – By insisting that insurance companies accept patients regardless of their medical history, we can prevent people from losing or not being able to obtain coverage.

As these proposals continue to be debated and improved, I also want to emphasize that as a Catholic organization, [ABC Hospital] works for policies that are pro-life. In the context of health care reform, this includes not mandating abortion coverage or allowing federal funds to be used for abortions, and continuing longstanding and widely supported policies protecting provider conscience rights. 
As stewards of our nation’s resources, it is vitally important that we have an informed dialogue about health care reform, beginning with our common ground and then addressing legitimate differences of opinion about how we create a the health care system that will sustain our children and grandchildren, and the generations that follow. 

Instead of letting this issue overwhelm us, let us resolve to get it under control. Dealing with this challenge now, rather than allowing it to get worse, is the responsible thing to do.  Together, we can create a health care system that is strong, sustainable and uniquely American. ##
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