Once when [Zechariah] was serving as priest in bis divisions turn before God,
the angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing at the right of the altar of
incense. Zechariah was troubled by what he saw, and fear came upon him.
But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, because your prayer
has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall name
him John. Then Zechariah said to the angel, “How shall I know this? For I
am an old man, and my wife is advanced in years.” And the angel said to him
in reply, “I am Gabriel, who stand before God. I was sent to speak to you and
to announce to you this good news. But now you will be speechless and unable
to talk until the day these things take place, because you did not believe my
words, which will be fulfilled at their proper time.”
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