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Community Benefit Update – December 2023

Julie Trocchio's Retirement

We extend our heartfelt thanks and gratitude to Julie for her unwavering
commitment to the Catholic Health Association of the United States. Julie's
passion for people and communities is evident in her numerous accomplishments
and significant impact within the Catholic health ministry and the greater not-for-
profit health care community in this country. Julie's contributions resonate
deeply, shaping the landscape of our work and forging an enduring legacy in
dedicated service to others. Thank you, Julie!

We are pleased to share the following community benefit news and resources.
Please visit chausa.org/communitybenefit to access all of CHA's updates and
resources on community benefit. 

Featured CHA Community Benefit News, Resources
and Upcoming Events

Community Benefit and Tax Exemption: CHA's Congressional Staff
Briefing

On Sept. 7, CHA held an online briefing for congressional staff on community
benefit and tax exemption. More than 75 congressional staff registered for this
event. Stephen Clarke, executive director of Exempt Organization Tax Services at
Ernst & Young, discussed the policy basics of community benefit. Stephen
previously served at the IRS, where he led the revision of Form 990. Two CHA
members described their community benefit process and programs: Coletta
Barrett, vice president of Mission at Our Lady of the Lake in Baton Rouge, and
Marcos Pesquera, vice president for Health Equity and Inclusion at CHRISTUS
Health. CHA resources were shared with attendees.
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View the recording

Follow-up Call for 2023 Community Benefit 101 Attendees
Jan. 23, 2024
1 to 2 p.m. ET

Note: This call is for attendees and presenters of this fall's Community Benefit
101 program. Call access information will be sent directly to attendees.

IRS Form 990, Schedule H: An Overview and Update on Current Tax-
Exemption Issues
Feb. 20, 2024
1 to 2:30 p.m. ET

Tax-exempt hospitals report their community benefit activities and other
information related to their tax exemption on the Internal Revenue Service (IRS)
Form 990, Schedule H. This webinar features Stephen Clarke, JD, who managed
the redesign of Form 990 and helped develop Schedule H while at the IRS's Tax-
Exempt and Government Entities division. Mr. Clarke will provide an overview of
Schedule H, the current environment for hospital tax exemption, IRS hospital
exam and review activities and recommendations for strengthening compliance
and minimizing risk with IRS 501(r)-related and Schedule H requirements.

Register here

Save the Date: What Counts as Community Benefit Webinar
April 23, 2024
1 to 2:30 p.m. ET

Featured Articles

From Catholic Health World
Safe Kids coalitions endeavor to keep kids out of ERs | December 2023
Providence's Well Being Trust grant fuel programs to transform communities |
November 2023
Avera mobile lab brings researchers to rural communities | October 2023

From Health Progress - Fall 2023 Issue
Mental Health Advocacy: Much Accomplished, but Much Left To Do
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GLOW Program's Regional Approach Routes People to Effective Care
Palliative Care and Hospice: How Can We Overcome Barriers to Their Use?

View other recent Catholic Health World and Health Progress articles featuring
community benefit news and programs from across the ministry.

Share Your Ministry's Community Benefit Story

Do you have an initiative or program you'd like to showcase? CHA is actively
seeking community benefit stories to feature as examples of community health
improvement. These stories may be featured in our advocacy initiatives, web
content, and potentially in articles for Catholic Health World and Health Progress.

Submit your story

News from the Field

Healthcare Policy and Advocacy
Hospitals push back on Senate report on charity care spending
HFMA, October 2023

This blog addresses recent reports and inquiries focusing on not-for-profit
hospitals' spending on charity care. It highlights additional community benefit
spending categories not always included in report analysis.

New law requires hospitals to inform patients of financial assistance
CBS News Minnesota, November 2023

Minnesota passed a new state law requiring hospitals to check if patients are
eligible for financial assistance before referring for collections.

State Policy Trends to Improve Perinatal Health Outcomes
The Commonwealth Fund, November 2023
This blog provides updates on state perinatal policy data and maps.

Federal Policy to Advance Racial, Ethnic, and Tribal Health Equity
National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine, November 2023

Recently released consensus study report.

Social Determinants of Health / Health Equity and DEI
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CMS Unveils Vital Bulletin on Health-Related Social Needs Screenings

CMS released a bulletin and attached table on Nov. 16, 2023, on health-related
social needs (HRSN) screenings and opportunities to cover HRSN under Medicaid
and the Children’s Health Insurance Program. The Center for Health Law and
Policy Innovation at Harvard Law School provides a summary of the bulletin.

Guide to Racial Healing: The REPAIR Framework for Community-
Institution Solidarity in Racial Healing
Build Healthy Places Network, October 2023

This framework introduces a five-part framework that institutions can implement
for racial healing: Restoration, Prioritization, Accountability, Imagination and
Resources.

How Health Care Organizations Should Support Social Services
JAMA, November 2023

A reflection article on the role of health care organizations in addressing social
needs.

New HHS Resources for Addressing Social Determinants of Health
US Department of Health and Human Services, November 2023

Several resources were recently released by the White House, HHS and CMS to
improve coordination among social services, public health and health care.
Resources included The U.S. Playbook to Address Social Determinants of Health
and HHS's.

Climate change and Environmental Injustice as Social Determinants of
Health
White House Office of Science and Technology Policy, November 2023

Text Analysis of Trends in Health Equity and Disparities From the
Internal Revenue Service Tax Documentation Submitted by US
Nonprofit Hospitals Between 2010 and 2019: Exploratory Study
Journal of Medical Internet Research, May 2023

A review of narrative portions of IRS Form 990, Schedule H, Part V and VI.

Data Insights: Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Strategies in Hospitals
and Health Systems
AHA Institute for Diversity and Health Equity, November 2023

This report highlights findings from IFDHE’s biennial DEI Benchmark Survey of
DEI attitude, practices and governance.

New Pathways to Pay for and Support Street Medicine
Center for Health Care Strategies, November 2023

This blog highlights resources to support street medicine.
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Maternal – Child Health
 
'Birthing-Friendly' Designation on Web-Based CMS Care Compare Tool
CMS.gov, November 2023

CMS.gov announces a new designation on Care Compare, an online tool with an
interactive map, to locate "Birthing-Friendly" hospitals.

Infant Mortality Sees First Rise in 20 Years
CDC, November 2023

This blog highlights the findings of a recently released report from the National
Center for Health Statistics, "Infant Mortality in United States: Provisional Data
from the 2022 Period Linked Birth/Infant Death File."

Learn more

Well-being

New CDC campaign asks health care leaders to take responsibility for
reducing burnout
STAT, October 2023
This article discusses the new campaign, Impact Wellbeing™, launched by the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the National Institute for
Occupational Safety and Health. It addresses the issue of healthcare worker
burnout and well-being.

Upcoming Opportunities/Events

Dec. 14, 2023
2 p.m. ET
Webinar: The Role of Faith-based Health & Human Service Providers in
Shaping Policy to Advance Health and Opportunity - Lutheran Services
in America

Join Lutheran Services in America for a conversation with Dr. John J. Dilulio and
Dr. Stanley Carlson-Thies, who were instrumental in setting up the White House
Office of Faith-based and Community Initiatives under the Administration of
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George W. Bush and reconstituting it under the Obama and Biden
administrations. Their continued thought leadership informs current debate
about how to make faith-based, community-driven solutions at the
heart of our national response to poverty.

Register here

Jan. 29-30, 2024
Mobilizing for Action through Planning and Partnerships (MAPP) 2.0
Training Pilot Test
Apply by Dec. 15, 11:59 p.m. ET.

NACCHO is seeking a group of 35 participants to participate in the training pilot.
Local health department staff and other public health partners, including those
who plan to use MAPP 2.0 for their future community health improvement
process, and those with AND without previous MAPP experience are invited to
apply.  The purpose of this pilot test is to assist NACCHO in making final revisions
to the curriculum.

Application

January - August 2024
ECHO Learning Series by HHS Administration for Community Living
(ACL)

The HHS Administration for Community Living (ACL) is inviting hospitals, health
systems, Accountable Care Organizations (ACOs) and community-based
organizations (CBOs) to a special series of learning events and discussions
around collaborative approaches to screening for health–related social needs
(HRSN), connecting with community-based social services, and supporting
transitions pre- and post-discharge.
The monthly meeting series and peer discussion groups will run from January
through August 2024. The goal is to leverage community partnerships and assets
to address patient's unmet health-related social needs. This learning opportunity
uses the Extension for Community Healthcare Outcomes (ECHO) Model®, an "all
teach, all learn" approach to peer-based learning. Participating teams will learn
from leaders with successful approaches to HRSN screening, referral, and care
transition programs and be equipped with actionable strategies to implement in
their own organizations.

To participate in the virtual ECHO series, hospitals should have an
interest in or already have a formal or informal relationship with a local
CBO that serves older adults and people with disabilities. ACO partners
are also invited to participate as the series will address team-based approaches
to care management and community health integration post-discharge. Hospitals
seeking a CBO partner will receive support in identifying one. Recommended
attendees may include case managers, discharge planning staff, quality
measurement professionals, and senior leadership overseeing population health.
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If your organization is interested in participating, please complete this brief
survey prior to Jan. 12, 2024 to indicate interest: ACL Care Transitions ECHO
(smartsheet.com). If you have any questions or would like support identifying a
CBO partner, please contact caretransitions@lewin.com. We look forward to
hearing from you!

May 7-9, 2024
Accelerating Health Equity Conference, Kansas City, MO
The American Hospital Association conference brings together people working in
community benefit, DEI and population health to examine how to address the
impacts of structural racism and social determinants of health in their
communities. CHA is a sponsor of this meeting and will be hosting a pre-
conference session on community benefit. We will also be hosting a networking
lunch for CHA members.

Learn more

May 1-3, 2024
Communities Joined in Action National Conference, Albuquerque, NM
Themed "Inspiring Health, Equity, and Well-being," this conference unites
community health stakeholders, including hospitals and community
organizations. Join CHA at the breakout session, Hospital Community
Benefit: A partner in improving community health.

Learn more

In Case You Missed It: Featured CHA On-Demand
Webinar Recordings

IRS 990, Schedule H: An Overview and Update on Current Tax-Exemption Issues
(February 2023)
On-Demand What Counts as Community Benefit and Accounting for Community
Benefit (Available Now!) (chausa.org)

See the complete CHA Calendar of Events
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